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ECKIBNBURG COUNTY
North Carolina begins
next Sunday the annual
celebration of Its

To the rest of
the United July 4

may bo Independence Day and Meck-
lenburg county Joins coodnaturedly In
the celebration But for Itself Meck

February 1778 and n th Tonrth year
Of our

The Original Was Burned
MarjJits history of worth

written lin to ISa te which the author
rites cootewporary

AMERICA HRT
M M dtine u Iul illl 1 one

1 tJEfjWgjjjiHjy
a

Inde-
pendence

States

J

c

documents and

F S lyNDgPffflff
1

independence

j

¬

¬

=

lenburg claims and with some chowjf
have been Independent of

Great Britain for over a year longer
than any other part of the
States basing her contention on
muchdiscussed but never officially
recognized Mecklenburg declaration of
Independence

This year It is officially recognized
for the flrst time President Roose
v lt has ordered a company of

from Fort Myer a company of
marine and the ramous Marine Band
from Washington and two companies
of Infantry from Atlanta to go to
Charlotte to take part In the celebra-
tion of the 131st anniversary of Meek
lenburg declaration of Independence
Next July the rest of the country will
celebrate the 120th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence-

In thus giving the Mecklenburg dec-
laration official recognition Roosevelt
comes very near to accusing Thomas
Jefferson of plagiarism For more
than a century the Mecklenburg dee
laratlon has been In dispute and

Thomas Jefferson was when the ques
tion first arose most vehement In de-
nouncing Its authenticity There ap
rw ar
he should take this position for the
Declaration of Independence of which
he was the author was the same In
part as that of Mecklenburg and aa
the Mecklenburg document antedated
the Philadelphia one by more than H
year Jefferson would be shown to be

copyist and not the originator of
some of the most stirring sentences in
the Philadelphia declaration if he ad
mitted what was claimed by the Meck
lenburg

The Meohlenburg Deolaration-
Here briefly Is the history of the

declaration which
takes Its tame from the fact that
Charlotte where the convention which
promulgated It was held Is In Mecklen
burg county a county which was In
1 inhabited almost entirely by peo
ple of ScotchIrish blood descendants
nf pioneers of independent spirit who
emigrated to America In the Eight

Century and drifted down-
t rough New Jersey Pennsylvania

and Maryland till they ar
red In the rich Piedmont section of
Xrrth Carolina the county seat now a

little city of 29900 Inhabi-
tants was then a scattered village of
rerhapa twenty houses In an agricu-
ltural community simple In Its tastes

plain In Its living but which had
H It men of considerable Intellect and
FpoUalt

In the months of March and April
1775 the country was In a generally
disturbed condition The excavations
of the British crown were becoming
exasperating Meetings were held in
which the leading men of the com
munity voiced their opposition to the
alleged right of Parliament to Impose
taxes and regulate the Internal policy
of the colonies At one of these meet-
Ings Col Thomas Polk commandant of
the county militia was Instructed to
send a message to each captain of
militia asking that two men be elected
from each company to be delegates to
a general meeting to held at Char
k te on the 10th of May They met
Upon the day appointed They were
addressed by prominent citizens who
Fpoke of the purpose of the meeting
and recited a list of the wrongs they
had suffered at the hands of the
crown While this meeting was In

the news of the battle of Lex-
ington which had taken place In

Massachusetts on April 19 arrived
The Impression this news created was
profound The throng of spectators
who had gathered from all over the
surrounding country Immediately be-

came widely excited and there were
loud cries of Independence Let us
declare our Independence This news
of the spilling of blood at Lexington
served to confirm the Intention of the
delegates There was now but one
things left to do

Abraham Alexander and John Mc
Knltt Alexander both men of standing
were elected respectively chairman and
clerk Dr Kphralm Brevard a

of Princeton College had drawn
up resolutions some time before He
now presented them to the meeting
with amendments as follows-

I Resolved That whosoever direct-
ly or Indirectly abets or In any way
form or manner countenances the In-

vasion of our rights as attempted by
the parliament of Great Britain Is an
enemy to his country to America and
to the rights of man

II Resolved That we the citizens
of Mecklenburg county do hereby dls-

Folve the political bonds which have
connected us with the mother country
and absolve ourselves from all allegi-
ance to the British crown abjuring-
all polttcal connection with H nation
that Lap wantonly trampled on our
rights and liberties and
shed Innocent blood of Americans at

Lexington
ir
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and the general congress to the
of which independence we

solemnly pledge to each other our
mutual cooperation our
fortunes and our most sacred hoar

IV Resolved That hereby or-

dain and adopt as rules of conduct
all and each of out former laws sad
that the crown of Great BrttaJ
not be considered hereafter as hoMtoir
any privileges or ImnMtnttisa
amongst us

V Resolved That nit officers both
civil and injtlttary la this county Jtm

entitled to exsrcte the same powers
and authorities as heretofore that
every member t this delegation shall
henceforth be a civil officer and exer-
cise powers of a Justice the
peace tame process as r sad doter
mine controversies according to the
law preserve peace union and har-
mony in the county and use every en-

deavor to spread the love of liberty
and of country until a more general
and better organized system of gov-

ernment fee established
VI Resolved That a cfpy of these

resolutions be transmitted ay express

to the President of the Contir tAI

te Phltada phla

to be land before that body
These resolutions were aaai ou ly

adopted and Hubscribed y all the
present at 2 a May 5ft 1775

They were ti n road t the crowds
assembled In the village who wel
comed them with hurrahs and enthusi-
astic shouts which Is why the good
people of Charlotte get together every
year and celebrate on May the

of the first American
ration of Independence

Captain Jack a hotel keeper in Char-

lotte a few days later was dispatched
on torsebfick to PhttadeJplila whore a
copy of the resolutions was placed la-

the hands of the President of
copies were delivered to Ute throe

delegates In Congress front North Caro-

lina Congress cautiously approved of
tho resolutions but deemed the action
a little Congress was
conservative It was goiac very stew
It was not at all sure that It wanted
to break with the mother country It
was according to Martins History ae

a petition to Ring

Philadelphia Declaration But there
are several places where the senti-
ments and phrasing of the two arc so
absolutely Identical as suggest to
the impartial reader that whoever
mete the loiter of the twb had certain-
ly seen the former and that while not
consciously plagiarizing perhaps cer-

tain telling and wellturned phrases
lingered te his qfremory-

In th sue of the MockJenborg-
rasolutions oacur the words dlss lvA

the political hoods which J ve con-

nected us with the Mt her lottfttey
almost identical with a phrase in the
famous preamble to the Philadelphia
Declaration And a certain familiar
phr 5o In the Jefferson document that
these Vntf J Colonies are and of right

each other our lives our fortunes and
our sacred honor are Hfted

the Mecklenburg to the

In the absence of attial documents
historians hove given attenflea
to tile aaaerUaoa ot Lea Mockienbur
people bat wftio e wilflh has
recently been dissevered ps n loulaiir
Ute record te the M ravla Church ai
Salem S C m Kas It Appear that
to Mecklenburg ripest go all the credit
its people claim

For the last live years Prod Alex-

ander Graham Dr George Graham
and R O Alexander three Charlotte
citizens have been collecting evidence-

to prove that the convention wnshafci

Charlotte and that a declaration

or uom maim

ought lo be and independent
States reminiscent of the third
of Dr Brevard resolutions the
closing words mutually pledge to

A pearl ar ptec of d sg rel arrtosea-
te IH7 wttk rvfer M n rgs-
fantasrle r MMa

Tie deeds stm ta the MecUenterg
county courthouse dated front the
Mecklenburg declaration For fastttaee-

Thta indenture made the Uth day of

ILLJAM9ON the head of
Yard declared that

nerveracking test a
morn could be put to was

dread of assassination Some men who
were the t in war and in meet-
Ing an open foe were tortured almost-
to point of breaking down by the
dread of lurking sudden death
During Ms experiece at Scotland Yard
It was some times his disagreeable duty
to convey to certain personage the In-

timation that their lives were te danger
and to take steps to insure their safety

At the present time perhaps the most
Interesting person whose life is in

from the assassin te Count Witte
the great Russian statesman The blow

rued tress a secret source not
from the ordinary quarter from which
haste emanated so many Russian

would not have regarded them or recoc
used thV presence

Threats to ae asstoat Mr
worried ate cotisMgraHly Ha
however lead the sHrhteet fear t aa-

sasaination It was the Bottie nrecau-
t n flat worried Ills Ta made
wretei an4 trrhaMe druid
ferny were deusctlve watch
tact orw hint He was mnet courteous
and kindly to those who had the re-

oousi 4o duty to perform but he could
not ivettt Use to give them
the silo wiaettevcr It was uossibte-

JJe ustMl to escape from the room by
conveneot private door Howard
en fov one of the windows reaching to
the lawn and go off for an hour or sos
i rnble by himself free from watchers
Nee hat hanging on a peg in the
was no that its owner was
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¬tually preparing
George III which was BUC-
Quently subscribed by every

on July S 775 declaring We have
not raised armies with the ambitious

of separating from Great Brit-

ain and establishing Independent

States
i

Set Up Independent Gouernment
Charlotte according to the same au-

thority immediately set up a provis-

ional government The delegates at
Charlotte being empowered to adopt
such measures a in their opinion would
best promote the common cause estab-
lished a variety of regulations for
managing the conccras of the county
fourth of Justice were held under
direction of the delegates For some
months these courts were held at
Charlotte but for the convenience of
the ppopl for that time Cabarrus
formed of Mecklenburg two other

were selected and courts
wrf hell at In rvttutUn The
OVlrgnl appoilit l a ruliuiilt f of
tlilr who wif ull l oiiiniitl-

ii alt i r t brought be-
hargp l with t lng tniniical
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In the early day of tbjs
ceotMryr nptwHhptaiMtlag the tact that
there mere men lying jrho attended as
delegates it was denied thai ir4-

nteeUng as that at Charlotte had Vera
held aad there were many yerw1
who scoffed at the m of the
MecXIonvur Declaration Three who
testified to being at the meeting then
fraud themselves in a rather awk-
ward position because there was
documentary evidence to support thjn
This WAS because all the records oe
tanning to the meeting and the oric
nal copy of the declaration were burn
ed the home of the secretary
John McKnltt in April 1900

The opposition to the belief in the
arthentlcltv of the MecKlpnburg Decla-
ration was led by Jefferson In 1S19

a duplicate of what Is known as the
Davie of the resolutions was
printed In the Raleigh X glster
It was widely and ofnm iul l-

utnn by tht tiewsi Rp rs of land
who r a l that it not

the i pf i tf l i nd it wast the Ks-
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in mediately mailed it to Jefferson
with the following remarks

You know that If I hall possessed It
I would have made the halls of Con
rugs to echo and reecho with it

ittuen remits before DedaraUAn
of Independence What a poor Ijgno-

int malicious crapulous mass is Tom
Points CQmmon Sense in comport
s n with this paper Had I known It

I would have commented upon it from
the 4py you entered Congress until
bite Fourth of July 177

J tffersons reply was You seem
to think It I believe spu
rious I deem It to be a very uyjusii-
ftabJe

i U

Made Jefferson Indignant
Jefferson Is said to have been not a

little nettled the comments through-
out the country regarding the re-

markable alrnjiarity In phraselogy
between the M cklenbprg Declaration
antI Fourth of July Declaration
a later of which h th
author In fuel some went s as
tw Heoust Jeff iSon of plagiarism

OJ f4 t uf u li JUai r sr iu-
srJs1 aWe ut that th r are any
actual sentences from the M okl n-

l irg Declaration rpproducod in the
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of high personages The count is
surrounded by faithful servants who
eruard him wherever he goes his rooms
are aearched for hidden tntrndMc and
his food is carefully tested for poison
The count himself laughs at all

and refuses to take any for him-
self Inured to dangers be seems not to
care what happens to him

Pah I do my best and will take
what comes he exclaimed to one who
expostulated with him on his rashness

The nonchalance of Count Witte has
had its counterpart In many of our own
modern statesmen who have at times
had the disagreeable experience or
mowing their lives were threatened-

Mr Balfour when chief secretary for
Ireland mad himself so obnoxious to
a small section of desperate conspir-

ators that bis life was in danger
several months Scotland looked
after him roost vigilantly Detectives
hovered around him scoured the street
In front of and followed him
distance ready any vituUty lie
iHrsistpd In maintaining that the both
er was umifHpssKW amt nfur H

first oroteat aiainst it Pe ei o lw
miss till thought of it ffn ntiril
As to Kivlnc MHV Iiiiin tloii t the c-
iUtKs to wa going
hf QuId or what In was about Such
an id t if r aui ai l to Ofur t lmi-

Miill wl oit if iinv-

V doZi i r eraK T n
n t lis iloow and he

for
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guarantee in-

doors That hat fooled many a detec-
tive while Gladstone was calmly

the streets outsMe in a hat he
secretly safcled lu At Hawarden
wni d the detectives thin whose
It vwj to keen bun in sight on
rambles

were others who were not
sessed of such a fearless courage
health of one Irish secretary was
to have been wrecked by plots
against his life which were only

by the cleverness of Scotland
Another home secretary

driven to resignation by them
Th immnse n re of Napoleon

io use been broken by th
threats t an Italian secret revolution-
ary society to hi Uf For year
the lived as it were en th
brink ot a volcano His life was not
worth nmsUha purchase Myriads ol
police brought In daHy reports
of Ii assassinate him and he drove

In n specially constructed car-
riage the aesof which were secretly
plated with iron One night as he and
the Empress Eu l i jnoce lne
to the opera house a nrfscrennt threw
a bomb the which
exploded ci itvring and wuunda-
a 11 a r und

liHtl l tiiRtit whm a
SUV at the l Mlr r-

tt diintx wax Kmiror
aiding to the room where the rin t

imperial lay asleep The Emperor Stout

and

mid to

tame
Emperor

plot
shout
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records as auUMMrMfes for his account
of the Me rfcienbursr declaration

Gften3 Anecdotes of the
America Involution author

rsooaly knew Cot Thowas Polk
and enter Xecfclcaburg soldiers

The eckootboys dechuaatloa
to at Sugar O sfc Church three

mHas groin 1 begins On
the tttJi er May NJa a day sacredly
f uUteK to ewy Modrtenburc bosom
two delegates duly authorized from
leery artlttia company this county
met In Charlotte

The Davie of th Declaration
wrlti out front memory by John Mc

AJ xander the burning of
toe original manuscript in Ms home

The B thaaia records of Morav
lua ar s rved at Salem N C
These recocda written la German
e2ipt have carefully kept every
your from KO to Ms A page cov
rtog events of the year H be
Blsis as

At the end of 1 I oanaot omit to
that already J the summer of

the same year that Is to say ta May
Jute or July tfce county of Heckle
burg la North Carolina dd declare

fr e and Inoependent from Eng
load and did make such iHsposlton
for the adTnfnfTTrntttrn of law as later
on the Conrtneatal Congress eetab-

Ilened for tile whole But
eeedteg Coa erass looked upon as too
premature

Aa account of a Fourth of July ce-

Tbrattnn held ta Charlotte ta 19 print-
ed m the Ecsdetgh Register of July
IMS A toast at a was as fn

By Joseph Pearson The pa
triots of Maddeoborg the first to de-

clare tadepaodence May their tuna
he the boat to acknowledge themselver

Known to Lafayette-
That Lafayette had heard of the

Mecklenburg declaration aad believed
thoroughly that it antedated that
adopted te Philadelphia was evident
from the toast he offered when enter-

tained at a public dinner te
mansion at Raleigh the capital

of Jsorth Carolina on March 2 l i
The State of North Carottea Its

metropolis and the 30th of May 1

when a generous people called for In-

dependence and freedom of which ma y

they more and more forever cherish
tile principles and enjoy blessings
It Eeea s probable that future htstor

tens will give more space to the Meek
tenhargr dabs than they have berg

woftt to receive and more creden
tstaa Jefferson was wUttag to all v

them Roosevelt action In sending
United States troops to take part In

the celebration which is practical
official recogalOop of the truth

of Mecktanhorss contetnton was fore
te a speech delivered at Ral-

eigh dmif the Presidents Southern
trip loot fail He said then

It was In North Carolina that the
Mecklenburg Declaration of Indepen-
dence foreshadowed the course taken
ta a few short months by the represen-

tatives of the thirteen colonies as
sontMed ta Philadelphia North Carn

tile way which led us to the
fonni R of the nation

action now te merely additional
evidence of the Presidential habit of
standing hy hte beliefs
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Shadow of Death
beside the sleepins boy and bent
him while the tears coursed down hs
face as he looked at the child then h
slipped hack to his own room as soft
as had come From that day

of sudden death lay on hint
heavily

Gordon life was often in the dirts
peril from murderous hands In differ
parts of the world He scorned all icit s
of protecting himself and declared

Providence ceased to protect hire
h was reedy to falL Upon morn tha
os e occasion persons who sought T

murder him were completely disarm
hjr the noble presence and wonderful
enlist of tile man

Burke the Irish under secretary
Delia who met his death with
Lord Frederick Cavendish In Phoenix
Park under the daggers of Careys

88 was a man who was dogged by
death for a low time He laughed at
all threats absolutely refused t b
guarded and would carry nothing but a
slight walking cane

James Carey the man who orjrantzr
th murders ftf Burke and

then sought to secure safety bv
turning informer against his less guilty
and deluded associates was terrified
n arty to madness when he learned
he was marked for death by some of
their friends

Scotland Yard faithfully fulfilled its
promise to do all it could to secure
safety He was kept In hiding lis-
irutsed guarded smuggled out of th
country ort a steamer The
wat hed over their loathsome cftarg
with lynxeyed vf ilance but Carey saw

every shadow trembled at ti-
apnrosteh of Innocent strangers an1

into of abject
tits presentiments proved to be cor

he vessel that conveyed Carey away
of whom he had no fear Th it
was the man who when the vessel on
1 v drew near its deutination sudden
H l ve ed his revolver and shot

They had just before been pay
in a game of cards together
through dread of assassination too v

the SuHan No one perhaps kn Tr t
what good cause he mav have for f
P ople who have come face to f
with Mm have the strange terror
In his eves whirl tells the story T

how he is hunted He appears
one mama at some unknown horror
H not know what stealthy thing
mnv come upon him Yet in actna
dancer he Is brave enough When h
palace was shaken l y an eirhoM k
that sent the courtiers flying r all ot-

ri t or t cupe from the walls
f ri ttriia t rush lim ft ml

smile lit np the somber as
noted fright of his companions

He was amused
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